129

rgold &t A47d As Studies in English Language & Literature
(2021) A& 129150 http://dx.doi.org/10.21559/aellk.2021.47.2.007

EAEH 243} 7))
INTF2 rSel7t Tokgig o,

GEREE

v

Im, Eunyoung. “The Ontological Condition and Memory: A Study of Ishiguro’s When We Were
Orphans.” Studies in English Language & Literature 47.2 (2021): 129-150. This article focuses on
narrator’s [Christopher Banks’] ontological condition of an orphan controls his perceiving and interpreting
the incidences around the world in When We Were Orphans. Under his ontological condition, Christopher
fabricates an alternative narrative of a simple and cohesive fantasy concealing the ugly reality of his
parents and British imperialism. On top of that, Christopher’s dual identities as an orphan and a detective
force him to pursue his crucial mission, rescuing his lost parents and the world in jeopardy. However, he
fails to solve the matter in hand because of his parochial world-view and the absence of insight as a
detective. As the reality emerges and his fantasy narrative is disrupted, so is the imperialistic idealism.
With this parallel in mind, this paper will shed the light on the hidden reality behind the fantasy
narrative. (Chonbuk National University)
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Perhaps there are those who are able to go about their lives unfettered by
such concerns. But for those like us, our fate is face the world as orphans,
chasing through long years the shadows of vanished parents. There is
nothing for it but to try and see through our missions to the end, as best we
can, for until we do so, we will be permitted no calm. (335~36)
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The Kidnappers always addressed him as though they were his servants,
bringing him food, drink and newspapers as soon as he requested them.
Accordingly the characters of the kidnappers softened; [...] They truly
regretted having to take such drastic action, they would explain to my
father, but they could not bear to see their children starve to death. What
they were doing was wrong, they knew it, but what else were they to do?
They had chosen Mr. Banks precisely because his kind views toward the
plights of the poorer Chinese were well known, and he was likely to
understand the inconvenience to which they were putting him. (117)
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It is slightly surprising to me, looking back today, to think how as young
boys we were allowed to come and go unsupervised to the extent that we
were. But this was, of course, all within the relative safety of the
International Settlement. I for one was absolutely forbidden to enter the
Chinese areas of the city, and as far as I know, Akira’s parents were no
less strict on the matter. Out there, we were told, lay all manner of ghastly
diseases, filth and evil men. The closest I had ever come to going out of
the Settlement was once when a carriage carrying my mother and me took
an unexpected route along that part of the Soochow creek bordering the
Chapei district; I could see the huddled low rooftops across the carnal, and
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had held my breath for as long as I could for fear the pestilence would
come airborne across the narrow strip of water. (56)
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‘Look, really,” I said, ‘you're being awfully brave. I sware to you, whoever
did all this, whoever did this ghastly thing, they won't escape justice. You
may not know who I am, but as it happens, I'm... well, I'm just the person
you want. I'll see to it they don't get away. Don't you worry, I'll... T'll.. ‘I
had been fumbling about in my jacket, but I now found my magnifying glass
and showed it to her. ‘Look, you see?’ (291)
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