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Byun, Hyojeong. “Virtuous Care Ethics in Willa Cather’s Novels.” Studies in English Language &
Literature 46.3 (2020): 105-127. This study focuses on examining the ideal and communal life of future
society through literature by analyzing care ethics in Willa Cather’s O Pioneers!, The Professor’s House,
and Death Comes for the Archbishop. As an ethical analysis that has been lacking in discussion about
Cather’s works, it aims to shed light on the aspects that the main characters of the works practice the values
of a virtuous human society and care by pursuing a co-existence life based on emotional exchanges with the
surrounding people. In these three works, Cather notes that each of the main characters in the mainstream
society practices his’her own virtues by having a complementary relationship with marginalized characters.
He/She tries to communicate emotionally and commune with the surroundings in order to ultimately live a
moral life as a right human being. Of course, in the process, the characters are directly involved in negative
situations such as infidelity, evil, violence, jealousy, and feud, but they successfully practice their care ethics
that can help overcome given difficulties and ensure human autonomy and welfare through trust and
sympathy with the community. As such, care that can convey various lives of humans in stories is
meaningful in that it can contribute to the completion of virtue in the end. Therefore, this paper observes
the care aesthetics the characters embody focusing on their complementary lives, and further explores the
potential for harmony and equality-oriented growth of the community that they can have a positive effect on
the modern society. (Daejin University)
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Under an aesthetics of care, then, while art inevitably modifies the natural

environment, as in a garden, a quilt, Indian Pottery, it does so by reworking

the natural material in such a way as to preserve or enhance its inherent

character or value, its local web of relations, and, insofar as possible,

without harming the natural material or context. (Donovan 62)
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You feed them swill and such stuff? Of course! And sour milk? Oh, yes! And
keep them in a stinking pen? I tell you, sister, the hogs of this country are
put upon! They become unclean, like the hogs in the Bible. If you kept your
chickens like that, what would happen? You have a little sorghum patch,
maybe? Put a fence around it, and turn the hogs in. Build a shed to give
them shade, a thatch on poles. Let the boys haul water to them in barrels,
clean water, and plenty. Get them off the old stinking ground, and do not let
them go back there until winter. Give them only grain and clean feed, such
as you would give horses or cattle. Hogs do not like to be filthy. (17)2
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We thought she had been murdered; there was a great wound in her side,
the ribs stuck out through the dried flesh. Her mouth was open as if she
were screaming, and her face, through all those years, had kept a look of
terrible agony. Part of the nose was gone, but she had plenty of teeth, not
one missing, and a great deal of coarse black hair. Her teeth were even and

white, and so little worn that we thought she must have been a young
woman. (192)4
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But I never thought of selling them, because they weren't mine to sell

yours! They belonged to this country, to the State, and to all the people.

They belonged to boys like you and me, that have no other ancestors to

inherit from. You've gone and sold them to a country that’s got plenty of

. (219)

relics of its own. You've gone and sold your country’s secrets . .
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He had often wondered how she managed to sew with hands that folded and
unfolded as rigidly as umbrellas . . . She herself was tall, large—boned, flat
and stiff, with a plain, solid face, and brown eyes not destitute of fun. As
she knelt by the couch, sorting her patterns, he stood beside her, his hand
on the lid, though it would have stayed up unsupported. (14)
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Augusta, he reflected, had always been a corrective, a remedical influence.
... She came early, often directly from church, and had her breakfast with
the Professor, before the rest of the family were up. Very often she gave
him some wise observation or discreet comment to begin the day with. She
wasn't at all afraid to say things that were heavily, drearily true, and though
he used to wince under them, he hurried off with the feeling that they were
good for him, that he didn’t have to hear such sayings half often enough.
(255-56)
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With her finger she pointed them away, away!—two quick thrusts into the
air. Then, with a look of horror beyond anything language could convey,
she threw back her head and drew the edge of her palm quickly across her
distended throat—and vanished. (68)7
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They settled upon Magdalena's arms and shoulders, ate from her hand.
When she put a crust of bread between her lips, two doves hung in the air
before her face, stirring their wings and pecking at the morsel. A handsome
woman she had grown to be, with her comely figure and the deep claret
colour under the golden brown of her cheeks. (209)
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He received the miracle in her heart into his own, saw through her eyes,
knew that his poverty was as bleak as hers. . . . This church was Sada’s
House, and he was a servant in it. (217)
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both as forms of consecration, she felt they made comparable demands on
7}

Her virtual identification of art with religion is significant, for, regarding
the individual and offered comparable rewards. (Edward and Lillian 138)
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