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Park, Junggon & Lee, Dong Ju. “An Analysis of the Difficulty of Reading Passages in the CSAT and
High School English Textbooks of the 2015 Revised Curriculum.” Studies in English Language &
Literature 47.3 (2021): 147-170. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the difficulty of reading passages
in the CSAT and high school English textbooks developed under the 2015 revised curriculum. For this,
with the reading passages from ten books of High School English I, and II, and the reading passages
from the CSATs administered in the years of 2020-2021, corpora text files were constructed, and then
they were compared for analysis using Coh-Metrix which is an automated web-based tool for linguistic
study. The results showed that among the 13 indicators, there was a significant difference in number of
word count, age of acquisition, imageability, concreteness, argument overlap, FRE, and FKGL between
the textbooks and CSAT reading passages. This implies that when students study with textbooks, they
could have learning burden for the CSAT, and they also need to study additional learning materials.
However, indicators such as sentence length, frequency of content word, type-token ratio, words before
the main verb, number of modifiers per noun phrase, and LSA overlap didn’t show significant differences
between the textbooks and CSAT reading passages, maintaining an appropriate level of difficulty. In
conclusion, there was still a gap between the textbooks and the CSAT in relation to difficulty level, and
this demands students to study materials that are much higher level than that of the textbooks. Balancing
the difficulty level between CSAT and English textbooks is imperative, and then learning English in class
can fully prepare students for the high-stake CSAT. (Korea National University of Education)
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BEapob| L | doll | 577229 | 430004 | 440 | -.67740 | 1.83185
dof = | T [doy | 420548 | 430004 | .635 | -.83408 | 1.67517
oA | Lo | 9ol1 | 051762 | .043764 | 522 | -.07593 | .17945
FAo] | O ool | 042174 | .043764 | 643 | -.08552 | .16987
wap 2| doIT | -.25291 | .031023 | <001 | -.34343 | -.16240
s e doll | -.27539 | .031023 | <001 | -.36591 | -.18488
oA 2 | su doJ T | -.021943 | .022825 | .664 | -.08854 | .04465
B GoIN | -.021943 | .022825 | .664 | -.08854 | .04465
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GOl | -14.280 | 3.084764 | .004 |-23.2813| -5.2805

FKGL | 2% doIT | 2.89696 | .665143 | .006 | .95628 | 4.83766
GOl | 2.17737 | 665143 | .029 | 23669 | 4.1180
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