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Lee, Kwansoo. “The Criticism of Capitalism in How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia: Parody,
Narrative, and Love Story.” Studies in English Language & Literature 44.2 (2018): 127-148. This study
aims to analyze the text of How fo Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia as a pseudo-self-help book by
examining the novel’s parody, narrative, and a love story which converge on the criticism of capitalism.
The plot develops in parody, the form of a pseudo-self-help book, resulting in irony by the contradiction
between the form and the story. The parody and irony ultimately criticize the circumstances from which
self-help books were born, which are the economic instability and the capitalism/new-liberalism. The
narrator intentionally induces the readers to be conscious of the novel’s being a pseudo-self-help book
while the address “you” forces them to identify themselves with the protagonist in the text. The readers
recognize this novel’s pretence of a self-help book, and in turn, disillusion themselves from being
immersed in the text. These recognition and disillusion repeat from the beginning to the end of the
novel. Through this repetition, the readers experience the parody and irony in the status of the
protagonist. Regarding a love story, the novel focuses on a couple who are eager to get filthy rich.
“You” and “a pretty girl” remain to be theoretical objects of love to each other because they place the
material success on their priority in life. This love story represents the individuals’ desire to be rich
under the influence of capitalism/neo-liberalism. (Kunsan College of Nursing)

Key Words: Moshin Hamid, How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia, parody, narrative, capitalism
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