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Moon, Young-soo. “Robert Browning’s ‘An Epistle’: The Christian Apologetics in Victorian Era.”
Studies in English Language & Literature 44.3 (2018): 45-65. Browning deplores the contemporary trend
of depicting faith and belief as civilization and science develop, and human reason has priority. He gives
his own message to his contemporaries who are marvelling at positivism, scientific discovery, and
material prosperity. At that time, the Victorian era and world view responded to the real demands of the
people of the time, and ignored the invisible yet eternal world of reality, the divine world and providence.
While staring at pitching of the British people's view of life values due to the rise of economic prosperity
and the evolutionary theory, the poet experiences the wonder of God, which never shakes, and leaves it
as a poem. It is a dramatic monologue, telling Lazarus' resurrection owing to Jesus Christ: "An Epistle."
This poem is the Christian apologetics in Victorian era. In this poem, Browning presents Karshish, an
Arab in the background of Palestine at the late 60s AD, but he wants to tell a contemporary story of its
own. He claims strongly that despite scientific and medical advances, mankind can not go against God's
creation and providence. And he chants God does not disappear or shrink for a moment because of
positivism and higher criticism, but as it has been from the beginning, he also recites, God still and
forever exists. (Howon University)

Key Words: “An Epistle,” Christian apologetics, Jesus Christ, Karshish, Robert Browning
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AlQlo] off 1ejgk AlE A H=7F sk A2
71tk BedE ol 3lE AR Y vl ofwuo] HAg A T & ©
o 2o 9l 237k (York Street Chapel)ol E41abH 2478 A9k}
(Griffin 50). 14A4] o]% Ed|2] wjH& =711, 78 A& (Miscellaneous
Poems)S =&l Ag](P. B. Shelley)Z A3t Zo|&= 19 7:'74’“01 i 254
715 PARHCollins 9), 1 °]F & 3IHHAL A7]d A& T oRJ(E. B.
Browning) Y8l ©% Axg 7]5u AgSlo] Frh Hpde TEY,
(Pauline 1833)°1\} Tol &) M 2~ (Paracelsus 1835) & A|2Ho.= Al2of Tt
18] A4S wkedahr] AR

A Sl 7150l s EA o Wet Hx9 A7} FHg|Aupo]H e}
524 (Christmas—Eve and Easter-Day 1850)°|t}. 18] (Hall Griffin)<
el FAG 7)EwA Qo] AlE FEs] A2 Hekgdel s (o] =
7] Aol 28| 2%E 3 484 AL B0 At AL Weth296). of2lgt 7]
Sl AREA S BEbed a1 APES T AlFe] F AHE TAALCIA
WA}

Tl 0] e 185430 o ok 7 Abgle} 259 ake] ks
AAA, GH o o]Tolgtd 715 A e} 11 e} v]nte] E5E]7] A%
gk “19417] =¥ 1 HRIES ARlwkste] 15o] FAs S Al ojgt
Aleto] QIzto] 7HAaL Sl wwko ' vEhd Tk Aol ArkEAl itk 19417
G A EH ] WAAGAL, 1 FA] HFEE A ]74] Al 19] ZAJolA}F T %}1\:}
2A17F H3Atk g=re] vt 3‘“44‘*9“ FENL, 3 AAES AAY e
sk YA (Shelley 365). T8t 1835l = ‘oﬂﬁ =35 0] o :Lalc

L 974)= “An Epistle Containing the Strange Medical Experience of Karshish, the Arab
Physician”¢]t}.

2 ojfm 7% o] “ShdERY S Ao R FAAT ot ¢ Aew TARg o A7)
Al 11l 2ok kel ok A8 Eiteel g ol sk AUEA EYa) el
TAPe) QL PS5 Qek. et nekgdo] ek ‘0] AR B S5 d Alo]y] 0
of §34 AGORA “ShdE= olehe /7t FYht Fud A4S Urke oaF v%

7] 98lH 2@ “A” o2 %7] F}.(Moon 48).
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7 Q7ko mnk Zol Wil AEeR-2(David Friedrich Strauss)] el
o] Ayely(Das Leben Jesu)7t %2 Ae]A(George Eliot) 2.& 73t ofik2
(Mary Ann Evans)ol <Jal] 1846dell <Joj= W= o|(Altick, Victorian
People and Ideas 221) B=0.2 §9%9 A% 3 55 s} of7jo] 1 FA] &}
FrefaEol 7 s AAF WIS A7) AX e Aol =dstr] AR
gt} 2 %o} (Robin Gilmour)E 19417] Q= w3l B1AS & AL FAEA e}
HeApEo] E2ufrh ofet AR AtfFe] o] Aldsholekal F43rH93). ©]
Z5o JALe] dHES A A8k Ad7H]¥ (biblical criticism)3©] AA]
8] ANE 5L Ve FE AT AE Alelol A $Hed wekd o2 g A4
Hsgo] #917)= 1 G G| A AAEdAE 474 AE JAlE s
7l K Shelley 399).

A Gaks ol 715 Ak ofuH, @] o] ZA A A4Sl 17t
SE7 3 P “wdt Al RE o n Fo gk 75l Aok
Et7F @ 4 A (Altick, Victorian People and Ideas 220). ==
glo] ofstewA 7]5ue] 319 gk o] HFEHA, 1 Ao thF-E AL
ANA 71| Gl gt 3lo)E FA gt Akt 9] A= F5)
1218 B9718 FA4d Pok ARojs 1 Al of2|d AYe] S71E ‘TS
AbghEo] 715l gt ofuel 7= ae] =YA SHE oAlgal, o
o] TEds] FZHAN AL thh EBH o8 Ae3rHE6).

olE=(Matthew Arnold)& o]2fst AlElE "=da ¥, (“Dover Beach”)olA]
‘5o vprh=/gh, A e, Skl A AR s /R 3t
23t AEY] FEAHE A4 Exlvul/aey oA U= B B B/ &
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stal, 71 E87te a3 48 WHe(The Sea of Faith/Was once, too, at the full,
and round earth's shore/Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furled./But
now [ only hear/Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,)”o]2}1 3FeFsit)
(Abrams 1384).

o|2F G ARl 715al AGE tAlE = F e oW 2lZ(creed)
7 o gt} AL dZbelA AT E 5 (0xford Movement)4S H] e 55
9] njgto] A GA, AFHES AW & =94, f24 7] EE
I 2Efar 18599 11l 4734 FxEe] A9l Bas 94 vl
(Charles Darwin)e] T%9] 7]9;(On the Origin of Species)©] Wskal, o]o]A
1860w el o4 1A ker W] QIS Fste] 71=al aegE AR A7 2
‘$(Ernest Renan)®] To|5=9] Aolj;(La Vie de Jésus)7t Z=H¥th

HEZ o]= o HEe-de TS Aol W et e Al A 27)H
H 7]l BAS ol AN TAALL S e 25w o] d AldA ui
S HEE) 75 ARRRA Hao] FE Thed ok Al 1eS dojrke
At FAE 8 Pk B 55 o] g AAFREL 5Tt Al
A Aol AHoF o] BE WollA E2 A& ApdelgtE HAIE whts)
= AEHEIEE dellA oAAgle] mhell AAHE eIy (Altick, Victorian
People and Ideas 207). 2J2xF2(B. A. Richards)E “He}-do] WLo| A3}
= S EES] @ UA A 7]s A WSTER AR A Yals Aol
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to] F 1941719 AFE A 971l ik W-golan HAQ Aol G ALl et -
o) FAY L o}&e] wlol thak A9 AL dh Bck(Shelley 371). 3 w87} H7pA ) &
&5]o] glttal FAshE o B A% A A(Erastianism) ¥ 2749 AH-450)0] tid ubhite A w3)r}
A W FRHE EHE 35S SAl w8E A9} A ANE EYAT| AL §F 59
t}. 1833Well 7]E(John Keble)o] a3t “&3] A1 1" (Assize Sermon)7} ko] ¥ o] 52 ¥
W(John Henry Newman)¥ F4(Charles B. Pusey) 59 AL=AE EajA 1 J3F8S g}
G35} AAFAE WAY wsle] AYE IE3ETE o] $E2 11 A w3 duke] detet
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TA2,9 Ak okt Al JHIAl(Karshish)e ol F4H1 4wty
(Bethany)& #'d ™, 2HdH SA2 F30d YAtZ(Lazarus)7} ol 22]Ak
of o3 thA] Aoprhs s Adths WIEE 52 A UEo] Agsel=
ag|2x o] “dojue}’= g wirle] thA] Aottt ALl TR Al HER o] A}
Aol 93ty s o Ftate] B-stth o] Al A 715H YALZ F-g
APLE 2AR 1 Yo] 9l oF 30W FE wjH o= gt 3t ot oAE T
AA 218 7B Ao R AR ARIS WA sk, 2§ 9 3
S|l FAT7E Aopdths AR wet 98y 7] Holehs AR mEEX]
3L, VPARR B ofue} skt kel e] g aleke] wHdele] of H3 5 A
Hols o] ESSS olopy] stk

o] Al $-4 AEE “MA"olgta Bl A]919] 9wt glo] Helth AD 1
A7) 71En BE AL vRE(St. Paul)o] 71238 A7) ofg] AAlA
E6oll 7] BoAl ‘Malolgh= A A sttt AlRle] om= A ) 78
o Aol Zpzt Al ARkl A1k Aol A o FEERILh ‘TR Al A4
o F271E 9 ot At . .. $8 gl T3] ajule ofu|H Ao

rr

ol A9 AAZ E iz R ool AR 88RE 113 1-4489] e A
T o] Ao Fadlgg ol Fi AbRe] Pl Sl st 8 nekde] e A 4
Folut.
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Al,”(Karshish, the picker-up of learning's crumbs[1] . . . To Abib,
all-sagacious in our art,[7]).7 FAFSHA vF&-2] 71 thEA Q1 A2l Alek
47t Aax"e] Aes B olE A Hof 9tk “shude] oz wr|gto}

JYAE o o) ALE H HRE oW 4] Qe AEEY g% og Qb 9l
= Ak A= Al BA3F=Y"8(Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will
of God, To the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus NIV
Ephesians 1. 1). o] A9 A& 203 o]ojx]& o]zjst HAlo thsir] g~
(James F. Loucks)E “#o] AL v}e AA1S Fagivfant & = glof'= o)A
& FASHARK Explicator 32), o123k @Al <18l drdstd Helgd 2 of
A9 A} TN & stol g A7) Al FAls BibstAl SoEM o] AALA

A] AR op B(ADib)S FAE B oW WA T /5w WY o
b AR, oe] et ol o] A7} Aol Aok ke

Ao At B2 AREStL des Bl Fh

EEE o)o} Tl WG EE TR AV AS T E91719) o]n]
A5 2= 7P o} ARSI “of sl QIZRe] §A| 1 o] AoluA =
A/ ST FEe], v Wk vheS/o] A geke g3t 7H vy
7] e/ s o 2o 93 & ol e, QIttel JE(o|th)"(This
man's—flesh he hath admirably make,/Blown like a bubble, kneaded like a
paste,/To coop up and keep down on earth a space/That puff of vapor
from his mouth, man's soul [3-6]). ¢] F-&& th&2 22 A7) 273 749]
8ol viote|ds e o= gl “oao} shdo] el Fom Al A
OAIL A71E 2 F10] FolF oA Algre] Aol HUeL” lv|e BT
Alo] &y} o17te] AFFel e HolFE= A4 A vgE Axlsle Ho|}, B
ek A7) omA| e} S5 Al Awele] =AFoEMN o] Ao &3t
FA) WS ohAlg,

AL oA AN o%E We AN} dRE QA9 5714 SolA

O

" James F. Loucks, ed., Robert Browning’s Poetry: Authoritative Texts Criticism. (New
York: Norton, 1979), p. 127. o]% "Xl 2&F A& o] Foj|A| g},
SRRl QgsE U T 4P P $F Y AGARRAA A ext.
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3k AAIA =2 E9(dramatic monologue)o]th AAIAl Bl g2lo]ah= 7ol
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I have shed sweat enough,

Also, the country-side is all on fire
With rumours of a marching hitherward:

A black lynx snarled and pricked a tufted ear;

I cried and threw my staff and he was gone.
Twice have the robbers stripped and beaten me,
And once a town declared me for a spy; (24-33)

Wt $0E ARE §a 2o 2871% o Bo] s nhw Fgle] Ba
SUFHIRIEAA A sht e whE Tl W gste.
2 8 2 gk A W shilsha o FoFE 2 ikl
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ulliee}. (L-=FA 11:23-7).
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2A AR F7) Aok A A Aatoar, kg 1 AR A 4]
ol auE Heppge) A e AAe dors s a8
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RES A ATE v AL B2 AL o
9 ) 2 ole] 99 JFEo] Zhud e ARAG] At 99 929t #
Asteks HoIA A, e/l Bekedel e ot dual 715
@e)E Asks st o o] 14 @l AN A TRk AL 74
N BE elgo] B Ashs ABS 1A% A ek AL nolFug
golut. FA] ERH oL WEeloh Atje] 7|5 §17] ol TAS ¥F
stgh ahz A1) 93] olel SR QAN PAIH AL S ek
A7 e o) At A7 ok AW 9H, Fud WA £
eltk o A5 5T A9 0%, o doPlis A28 A AR ol

2k Wl S BEko] Ao tid ARH Aol
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W o] AYEo] g HEE EAT opdg o 5 glrh 44 Aol
Fhake onleh el $AK BeA ZolE A8aA o oEi e
Rl ol 2 o Aol A 5 £%00ane B 1939 vig
§ TRy 29e Q7] Hotow Wrgo] ke £FS wU: E(Ronel 7

i‘_&

Y 2 A Ao R SR RE F83 Bo| A%y uRHE YS uof Fo] 3ag 3o
cHEA7] 19:22). (Thou hadst admired one sort I gained at Zoar "A41, 60).
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Aol ssheka WHR v 1 wAlolc, nEkode] Mele g A e
FE QAT FHotoz Fshs EAZRE EuHR Fol3

T MAAE ok Zio ﬁ‘* ek

3 Wtk (Bethany 36)015}.10 H T = 35}1} 7%4"]4 SAA ol O] Ao
% W8] wjgo] w= mAolth o garst o FARE Sle ARAL o4 1y
257t g Ao R RE ARt S w7k ALE HE dalo]
EEZJ_O]E} Bepgdo] o3t AEES Yoy or APt shrld= o] g%l
T AEgE AL AR EollA o] ZATE Atk A9 WO E TR o] &
AEE S A7IE da 22t 1 BAE AR SRY A7 &
3 3041 e] xfo] ol WA b=tk
b 52 ARl A 52 7|50 MFY w47 uE o] AldA 2
A AHEY] YoM E Yepdtt o] Ale] A 803 HFolA ofe) A
SEo] YaHth ARl SARRA AdAeE AUtk T A xR Sl Fat
Az g AR pAte] w7} Hdh o] Qlrt. o] Al Yo o] e
A9l wj7o] H= AD 1417] e 2~ERRl A Fel|A T2 fadh oy dEEo|a,
FUFALE A o 2 ax] 78S FalA] S W AFeF Ao A
T o8 AR Ee] WE] Yehtes AllEelth 71, 3730A d5E dF
| ~E 28 9(plague-sores)& Zolw 7], @971, ®571, 21971, 540}
e, ARFdsh, A1, Ao, Adist, §71, A, olabek, dlgn|of, of
270 SAlo, opi s w7 sk, A7beE e Al Q3HA|AIRe] dEEE B
ZERQL B ofAo} o] wyA Aot} 598 ¢] W (leprosy) AHFA
g, 4971st, ddist, v, v HER S, FrRRS A A EE 1 gelAg
29 Bo] dAolt. 6789 &(itch) = A7), Felw7], A%7], AR, AF
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0 ol A A st o4 A TUSEE AhE A7) eI AR SR
A3t Ad FUHE, o5 Tel2ES AF FANAS AAA ATk AL ARt Lo
e o] el 43 2NN TR0 ke el A elel g F3lt o] A

o o8 4% A3} FYelth,
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of, ogujof, o] 22, thdl, o} R A w7k Uz, mpyHES et ob, TR
T A AFE T

T 4483 803Yol 4] 7HA(falling-sickness, epilepsy)?] A+ 342t
7FHS WS 2 Aol st skl I ARl YARR T &
dAdsto 7 FA57] wfzolch. e g 47 de] AT vl &S 4:24,
17:15004 18] 3L mp7Hg 3 9:14-293} F7HE5 9:37-43¢0M = ALlEd ¥ <
TAA Utk 3427} ol 2dk A7 o] 83 Uete] oA NS dust
71729 oY AW ES] YEE 58 ALk A= AHe oS F31 o4 g
: AFo|t) o]gA gowM o] A, At

¢
i

szel 294 2 AT XY 9

HAUD Qi AT U 942 BAE o5 e sER FHsh Tl

2% Aol ), el TSRS B8 Uakze] th] Aolde 1 AAE E

24 e Aol A, TRl A1ol% AYS W Fol 1) Al Wsbl 7

HA9) S T FASAE, A AZE ARG dE TR 8 Al
&= Ao

2 A5 $12 Fpl, ool UsiAlE Fuk Bl Sojx)
= IRAE ol @ 740 ARlE 2 R ARe] v £ ofe @
4 Solq A7 S8 Aol 20 AR F0lA Aol Fo
S} 7)) Hn BARE 5 @AR, 25 Al Al Wiz Ao 9l
st 74148 Fagto] Wske Aoz 717 Heh SAEL of Rl
& W ojoleue] 4w,

W% BE9o] F3k vlgol At Hekd e Aol AAE Q1 AIA}
W} At d7e) ARl AEE LIES 97
A= o 193 919 PIAE BaA) 23t 0715 olakd el =
A% Ao 1 o5y AR SolA 94 AREE FAa 1A}
o F& LAkt Aotk Azle] A S, Heks
47 el ok od qRlane Fa @e] Bo] gl 23} XA ow
Aarlel 98 QTS FaehA ek LARL BlelA] & oAkl a5 g
e Rl UE Aol HREA ga gEd i AR, o dophe
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ot Al s kAl A Sl xuAoRe dek g
FaloF sk ofAtelrh. TE]al = ofsh Abgoltth. 7)ol AJQ
4 WSS HEoR st ok 1w oS BT oS 13}
A TuHOR V]Haehs ofdHolr) ojdHelRh: RHE ol H=tolt.
OISR 259 Fu ANFOR AR Aoy of
ek ek ARl 1 FelAE RS AR oAt 715
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4 L0 e, of A %%94 A9} A15te] Aol Hrjeltt,
@ A9 olele B¥gel 1 B At ARE ALE S5 gAY, el
39S Al § Baea UEe) GBS AP oleld ol f2 Ay, &
S9l J150A 4% Ui ek 7S 332 WFe Ao M of
A7} 71508 ARE AN ek ofd S Fol Bdm FuH 7]
53 e Rtk AL A FoR Neldrl 47 Qrh

I A543 o8 715n W3

s 409 A WFol aEe] HEh Aol nebego] £EARA b

g m Bala ##(Guerin) B3} o] Aot A3 dEE] el e
H7He 9k ‘B YAlR S 7)Ao S 715ae] efgAel A3 #AE gtk E o
= Y Do) e yAbRe FX 9 wjile #AIZA 9ty (Browning is not concerned
either with the miracle of Lazarus, or with the validity of Christianity; he is not concerned
with either the ignorance or the superstition of the pagan Karshish-or of the believing
Lazarus. Guerin 132). H]%7}7}F 7Hd 4= Qe 3439 HHE JAs) sid et A9 Asle
wopzolsl7k 44 ek,
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€132 S of s o] At A A el ol sl A
AT 5 Stk A ole A9 A4 opuluol )
499 sk AHEEA GHE ST, A AR EAEE AN
7 ohilug wEs wEe FFAoRE UAwe B, g3 1 P8 |
@ ol el el eI s S w2 Ak A4 1 o
E7h WA ¢k 7] whiel JHIAE AFHEAE HES A 18
2 gk 2l F50) A AL Azed) shat e 284 ghoue)
A7 ofl, WA Ak 8 A S A%, s A o

M

Au S92 s B e ol B, B2 DI
2o AT A5FAAEA W Aol Wil w41
o}

S5 et s AR 25 7150 837kl e gel A
= QB AR WA TN e o|EE wEs BA Yk, 1
o] 23 el A9 YN sAeA Sue 3380 A
= AN o £23 9] A4 ohlng WEH Bals] B2

th A FE Uatel i B3 1 4 g e s
£ oAsE 4 SAAE UR FEsi FUEE AL oleld S SAE
ol S714% FAel A4 ol el S04 ke A ekl Helzitk
FAEMoleb Y4jo] Fi= RulTh A8 2ot $Hol 34 74
= A9l3} vhA R 1] AElelehiz 693elA olobrlel SIS
28 “71 ARH(The Man)"eleka 7P8A GA3HE 5 shbt ke gres
|5 o] TAUCL vz 1 Aol A Bo] GANE Telh AT/ At

AHo] =01 FAYYUT (The very man is gone from me but now,/Whose

i

2 A9l ek e Hetshs AtE A% 5o 13RA i AR TEE SR AN S
o olel® & SelA BebY e shah 7145 B o] 1 RAZ AAH o5 18
£9] Bge HA WA S ofik AIAE 988 78S A Welstieht 94 o)asel 44
oblBol A FAA B2 AshA i clolelU A Wk THAE 1 A4S Eglo)
S shoket sz 214 WA Fol Qnk. o] THEN AF Fal AL 5 = Bol7k 7ol Unk.
aea s A FelE Al nEk el gl gtk
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ailment is the subject of discourse 76-7).

AR o] AlelAE HolA] g of" 717o] Aol RE SETh Al HA
g olv] s Fa A Tk A%l BakedS Aple] vhE o 9ol of gk 3}
A FHAAE SEFL Ak FHAAE GARA A7 S 714 ARl A
gt ey 2= 29 A Al 2200 9l o] AAle] Tl A ke 7t
5 e, SA7F AT o8t 2e]a AF & Hol Holskel] aEsfjof gtk 1
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This man so cured regards the curer, then,

As-God forgive me! who but God himself,

Creator and sustainer of the world,

That came and dwelt in flesh on it awhile! (267-70)
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—-That he was dead and then restored to life
By a Nazarene physician of his tribe:
-'Sayeth, the same bade “Rise,” and he did rise. (99-101)
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The very God! think, Abib; dost thou think?
So, the All-Great, were the All-Loving too —
So, through the thunder comes a human voice
Saying, “O heart I made, a heart beats here!
Face, my hands fashioned, see it in myself!
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Thou hast no power nor mayst conceive of mine,
But love I gave thee, with myself to love,

And thou must love me who have died for thee!”
The madman saith He said so: it is strange. (304-12)
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