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Kim, Jeongho. “Conspiracy of Power and Language: Reading David Mamet’s Oleanna.” Studies in
English Language & Literature 44.3 (2018): 25-44. David Mamet investigates human relationship in the
tripartite position of power, knowledge and language in Oleanna. He shows the impossibility of true
human relationship in the contemporary society by checking how language intervenes in the practice of
power and knowledge. Mamet presents the minimal theatre in terms of character, stage property, setting,
and theatrical through-line with every intention to let the audience meet the actions on stage directly
without the mediation of theatrical decoration and devices. He reveals how the substantial power is
supported and subverted by the manipulative power of language in Oleanna. He insists that language is
the central substance in drama in terms that the playwright presents every information of the characters
in the dramatic world effectively and substantially through linguistic discourse. He even argues that
language is an action in his drama. That is why further discussions over the role and function of language
in Mamet’s plays are still important. (Chonbuk National University)

Key Words: David Mamet, power and knowledge, knowledge and language, educational hierarchy,
minimal theatre
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JOHN. Now, I was not unconscious that it was given me to err the other
side, and, so, I asked and ask myself if I engaged in heterodoxy, I
will not say “gratuitously” for I do not care to posit orthodoxy as a
given good—but, “to the detriment of, of my students.” (1107)
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CAROL. The issue is not what I “feel.” It is not my “feeling,” but the
feelings of women. And men. Your superiors, who've been “polled,”
do you see? To whom evidence has been presented, who have
ruled, do you see? Who have weighed the testimony and the
evidence, and have ruled, do you see? That you are negligent. That
you are guilty, that you are found wanting, and in error; and are not,
for the reasons so-told, to be given tenure. That you are to be
disciplined. For facts. For facts. Not “alleged,” what is the word?
But proved. Do you see? By your own actions. (1112)
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