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Yun, Suhyen. “A Study of Groups and the Multitude in Elizabeth Gaskell’s North and South.” Studies
in English Language & Literature 50.1 (2024): 61-76. North and South presents various groups that either
confront or cooperate with each other due to differences in terms of interests, regions, classes, gender,
ideology, and religion. Each character belongs to more than one group such as northern industrialists
versus southern parsons, factory owners versus workers, men versus women, paternalists versus liberals,
atheists versus theists, city dwellers versus country folk, and rulers versus subjects. In this article, I use
Hardt’s and Negri’s concept of the multitude to explore these groups. The multitude refers to any groups
of individuals that take concerted action together. The purpose of this article is to analyze various
multitudes in North and South and the attributes of individuals that belong to or deviate from these
groups. (Gyeongsang National University)
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The multitude is composed of innumerable internal differences that can never
be reduced to a unity or a single identity—different cultures, races,
ethnicities, genders, and sexual orientations; different forms of labor;
different ways of living; different views of the world; and different desires.
The multitude is a multiplicity of all these singular differences. (Multitude xiv)
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The multitude is composed of a set of singularities—and by singularity here
we mean a social subject whose difference cannot be reduced to sameness,
a difference that remains different... The multitude, however, although it
remains multiple, is not fragmented, anarchical, or incoherent... The
multitude, designates an active social subject, which acts on the basis of
what the singularities share in common. The multitude is an internally
different, multiple social subject whose constitution and action is based not
on identity or unity(or, much less, indifference) but on what it has in
common. (Multitude 99-100)
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¢ South(Margaret Hale) vs. North(Mr. Thornton)

¢ Factory Hands(Mr. Higgins) vs. Factory Owners(Mr. Thornton)
o Woman(Margaret) vs. Man(Mr. Thornton)

¢ Working-class(Bessy Higgins) vs. Upper-middle class(Margaret)
e Captain vs. Rabels(Frederick Hale)
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“Do you give your servants reasons for your expenditure, or your economy
in the use of your own money? We, the owners of capital, have a right to
choose what we will do with it.”

“A human right,” said Margaret, very low. (108)
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“Take care,” said Margaret, her cheek flushing, and her eye lightening,
“how you judge, Bessy. I shall go home to my mother, who is so ill-so ill,
Bessy, that there’s no outlet but death for her out of the prison of her
great suffering; and yet I must speak cheerfully to my father, who has no
notion of her real state, and to who the knowledge must come gradually.
The only person-the only one who could sympathise with me and help
me-whose presence could comfort my mother more than any other earthly
thing- is falsely accused—-would run the risk of death if he came to see his
dying mother--- Do I not know anxiety, though I go about well-dressed,
and have food enough? Oh, Bessy, God is just, and our lots are well
portioned out by Him, although none but He knows the bitterness of our
souls. (126)
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Margaret the Churchwoman, her father the Dissenter, Higgins the Infidel,
knelt down together. It did them no harm. (215)
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He only caught glimpses of her; he did not understand her altogether. At
one time she was so brave, and at another so timid; now so tender, and
then so haughty and regal proud. (192)
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So they questioned and listened. The workmen's calculations were
based(like too many of the masters’) on false premises. They reckoned on
their fellow-men as if they possessed the calculable powers of machines,
no more, no less; no allowance for human passions getting the better of
reason, as in the case of Boucher and the rioters; and believing that the
representations of their injuries would have the same effect on strangers
far away, as the injuries(fancied or real) had upon themselves. (210)
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Many in the crowd were mere boys; cruel and thoughtless, —cruel because
they were thoughtless; some were men, gaunt as wolves and mad for prey.
She know it was; they were like Boucher,—with starving children at time—
relying on ultimate success in their effort to get higher wages, and enraged
beyond measure at discovering that Irishmen were to be brought in to rob
their little ones of desperate and livid with rage. (162)
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Their reckless passion had carried them too far to stop—at least had
carried some of them too far; for it is always the savage lads, with their
love of cruel excitement, who head the riot reckless to what bloodshed it
may lead. (163)
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