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Lee, Bokki. “Christminster in Jude the Obscure: A Community for Protecting Normalcy.” Studies in
English Language & Literature 49.4 (2023): 129-146. This paper aims to analyze Thomas Hardy’s Jude
the Obscure from the perspective that the ghosts and phantoms in the novel reveal the instability of the
current institutions and powers by erupting through the ruptures within them. In the novel, Jude, Sue, and
Father Time are represented as ghosts and considered to be abnormal beings. As lan Hacking has well
analyzed the Victorian society obsessively classified the individuals according to their temperaments and
tried to control them. In the novel, the characters considered to belong to the abnormal class are called
ghosts, and the force to conjure them away from the normal community operates on them. To keep the
current institutions and community stable and safe most individuals, from the scholars and landladies to
the students, join to watch any abnormal activities performed by so-called ghosts. In the communities of
Jude the Obscure, this mechanism of Victorian discipline and punish is clearly represented. (Jeonbuk
National University)

Key Words: Jude the Obscure, hauntology, discipline and punish, ghost, Oxford Movement.
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But it is difficult to see what part Oxford has in his destruction, or how

Mr. Hardy can excuse the rhetorical diatribes against the university which
was the duty of the heads of houses to whom Jude wrote his crudely
pathetic letters to offer him immediately a fellowship? We may admit to the
full the pathos of Jude's position—nothing is more heart-rending than the
obscurity of the half educated—but surely, the fault did not lie with Oxford.

appear towards the close of the book. Does the novelist really think that it
(278)
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Up to that one admires the strength and sobriety of the narrative, its
complete reliance on the interests that lie in common humanity.... But with
the opening of that cupboard we are thrust out of the large field of common
life into the small field of the police court or the lunatic asylum, among the
things which for most of us are comparatively unreal. It seems an
unnecessary clash in the story. Whatever failure of nervous energy may be
present in the Fawley family, it is clear that Mr. Hardy was not proposing
to himself a study of gross pathological degenerescence, a study of the
hereditary evolution of criminality..... In this century bloodshed can only be
made humanly interesting by a great psychologist, living on the barbarous
outskirts of civilization. (314)
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