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Park, Kyung Sook. “Lack of Ecological Awareness in the Western Catholic Civilization and Willa
Cather’s Death Comes for the Archbishop.” Studies in English Literature & Language 43.2 (2017):
97-116. This paper is to study Willa Cather’s Death Comes for the Archbishop using an ecological
approach. Also it is done by analyzing lack of ecological awareness in the western catholic civilization
and its accompanied serious problems and exploring a new concept of civilization which Cather tries to
represent through her novel. Under the phrase ‘manifest Destiny’ the natives in Mexico should assimilate
into the American culture and catholic religion, and Father Latour, at first, thought that American Indians
should adjust their way of living to American culture. His missionary work is closely related to the
American expansionism. By meeting with native Americans including Jacinto and Eusabio, Latour finally
showed continuous ecological behaviour practice like making a garden and building a cathedral, and it
means that he understood and acknowledged life reverence and ecological awareness which the western
catholic civilization lacks. In addition, it provides a starting point to recover the civilization in a crisis.
(Chonnam National University)

Key Words: Willa Cather, Death Comes for the Archbishop, ecological awareness, western catholic
civilization, American Indian
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This country was evangelized in fifteen hundred, by the Franciscan Fathers.
It has been allowed to drift for nearly three hundred years and is not yet
dead. It still pitifully calls itself a Catholic country, and tries to keep the
forms of religion without instruction. The old mission churches are in ruins.
The few priests are without guidance or discipline. They are lax in religious
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observance, and some of the them live in open concubinage. If this Augean
stable is not cleansed, now that the territory has been taken over by a
progressive government, it will prejudice the interests of the Church in the
whole of North America. (6-7)
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He had lost his way, and was trying to get back to the trail, with only his
compass and his sense of direction for guides. The difficulty was that the
country in which he found himself was so featureless — or rather, that it
was crowded with features, all exactly alike. . . . One could not have
believed that in the number of square miles a man is able to sweep with the
eye there could be so many uniform red hills. (17)
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Never could he forget that terrible winter when they were being hunted
down and driven by thousands from their own reservation to the Bosque
Redondo, three hundred miles away on the Pecos River. Hundreds of them,
men, women, and children, perished from hunger and cold on the way; their

sheep and horses died from exhaustion crossing the mountains. None ever
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went willingly; they were driven by starvation and the bayonet; captured in
0]

isolated bands, and brutally deported. (291)
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The Bishop seldom questioned Jacinto about his thoughts or beliefs. He
didn't think it polite, and he believed it to be useless. There was no way in
which he could transfer his own memories of European civilization into the
Indian mind, and he was quite willing to believe that behind Janinto there
was a long tradition, a story of experience, which no language could
translate to him. (92)
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When they left the rock or tree or sand dune that had sheltered them for
the night, the Navajo was careful to obliterate every trace of their
temporary occupation. He buried the embers of the fire and the remnants of
food, unpiled any stones he had piled together, filled up the holes he had
scooped in the sand. (232)
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It was the Indian manner to vanish into the landscape, not to stand out
against it. The Hopi villages that were set upon rock mesas were made to
look like the rock on which they sat, were imperceptible at a distance.
(233)
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The expulsion of the Navajos from their country, which had been theirs no
man knew how long, had seemed to him an injustice that cried to Heaven.
(290-91)
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once more crops were growing down at the bottom of the world between
the towering sandstone walls; sheep were grazing under the magnificent
cottonwoods and drinking at the streams of sweet water; it was like an
Indian Garden of Eden. (295)

AFAZIH AQH G4 glo] Hobhe kES Qrjel A

o] WA B4} AN ek vFe] W st B2 1)

ES e BT B uk) 48] Rake el F49 AT

WAE gt AT B s sAT A BTz B0 e

B offl AAE AU mheb EhEe) JPYS 2a 98-S AR 2

o B4 1 A% ek, 94 f9Ee ool 9FNE e
o

2] Az ol Aol AL ISR e thf BelFolok T AOEA
ERIAT AET 5 95 AT AL 945 Eahn Ak wh o]
@e 4 vBshe AN A 94 e 4T FYow s 35 Ale] 2
) A 2 JFL VAT JFES B AL G ey
el 719k £ Rolrh

III

7153 rgol yrEAl ek AAA] o)A EHA Y
AstA i A HEE A F49
Aot T A A9 HejE s 9Nl ge oSS AFshA
A A B e St zte] Al whed] YRoRA A
T 7] Al ae] vjaloy Akl we] Tt &
WS A Tz skl Al w=edl wet oS ojde® AR oA



A A% 29l AEA e FAlsh Aot Al flFmel Fgol orhy 115

= 2ot o7l Aol ek 30
ZAAA N ALehM E&aEE At A ]

QWgko] AFEIE o] T £HS WANAL o)) AR THF ASH 0 ¢
sjo] itk Ar FYAEE AR7E BREASES 109l do] BAHOR 2T
o bt A Bt A 25S 0% o Pels F2AA S50 ¥
Aol WEE ANE 2ARSS YFI AT ool dn) YL vwst
WA o) o et ® ShAS] B Aul A ARED FRAAE A9 B
A, Adsh Qe ANH foh Sol AFA A2 HAE A B A
2 Gahs £9 vjeh AP Addt A RS Folahsl @do) B Ao)
21 SEk AT oldl Ui Ao oAl £HeS Ko} At U7
o BESHE 49l PN FAB BE nEea AT U HAS dag
B Aolth, T AT ol B Arh Fo] Rehwelm g A AT A4
He7) BAS FRT 5 g Az AT AT 9E Reldt

Works Cited

Anders, John P. “‘Something Soft and Wild and Free’: Willa Cather’s Sexual Aesthetics.” Willa
Cather’s Canadian & Old World Connections: Cather Studies 4. Lincoln and London: U
of Nebraska P, 1999. 243-63. Print.

Hyo-jeong. “A Process of Individuation for Father Latour in Death Comes for the
Archbishop.” Modern Studies in English Language & Literature 59.4 (2015): 175-95.
Print.

(Had. Tl F5o] 2y gl Fue) sk 3, TGl
85 594 (2015): 175-95.]

Cather, Willa. Death Comes for the Archbishop. New York: Vintage-Random, 1990. Print.

Byun

P



116 s

o
Hy

. On Writing: Critical Studies On Writing as an Art. New York: Knof, 1949. Print.

Daiches, David. Willa Cather: A Critical Introduction. Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1951. Print.

Hahn, Mee-ya. “Death Comes for the Archbishop: A Vision for Ecological and Multicultural
Community.” Literature and Environment 11.2 (2012): 165-204. Print.

[Frfok T Al F5o] otk A Tt £ TeAl,. et 874,
11.2 (2012): 165-204.]

Hoxie, Frederick E. and Peter Iverson. Indians in American History: An Introduction, Second
Edition. Seoul: Younglim Cardinal Inc. 2000. Print.

[(ZeldlE] ZA]. 9E ofolE 5. MlsiAtel FA= Ay, Ae: F-7hd. 2000]

Kim, Jin-kyung. Revival of the Erased Voice. Seoul: Dongin, 2009. Print.

(A7, AR Bae Hadeiz]s. A2 59, 2009]

Lee, Hermlone. Willa Cather: Double Lives. New York: Vintage Books, 1991. Print.

Lima, Enrique. “Willa Cather’s Rewriting of the Historial Novel in Death Comes for the
Archbishop.” Novel 46.2 (2013): 179-92. Print.

Plant, Judith. “Learning to Live with Differences: The Challenge of Ecofeminist Community.”
Ecofeminism: Women, Culture, Nature. Ed. Karen J. Warren. Bloomington: Indiana UP.
1997. 120-39. Print.

Roth, Mitchel. Issues of Westward Expansion. West Port: Greenwood P, 2002. Print.

Sevick, Leona. “Catholic Expansionism and the Politics of Depression in Death Comes for the
Archbishop.” The Cambridge Companion to Willa Cather. Ed. Marilee Lindemann. New
York: Cambridge UP, 2005. Print.

Skaggs, Merrill Maguire. “Death Comes for the Archbishop: Willa Cather’s Varieties of
Religious Experiences.” Willa Cather and the Culture of Belief. Ed. John J. Murphy.
Provo: Brigham Young UP, 2002. 101-21. Print.

Woodress, James. Willa Cather: a Literary Life. Lincoln: UP of Nebraska, 1987. Print.

Yoon, Myung-ok. “The Identity of the West in America and Willa Cather’s Novels, O
Pioneers! and Death Comes for the Archbishop.” Locality Humanities 9 (2013): 127-68.
Print.

(&85 s AR A det e 24, To, AfHAEl 9 T+
Wl A o] 2Tk, T2AE QAF3, 9 (2013): 127681



