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Kim, Jiyeon. “A Study of the Effects of Explicit English Pronunciation Instruction on College
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This study aims to explore the effects of explicit pronunciation instruction on Korean EFL learners’
English pronunciation improvement. Nineteen college students, who were divided into two groups, an
experimental group (12 students), and a control group (7 students), participated in this study. The former
group took an English pronunciation teaching course for one semester, focused on correct production of
consonants and vowels, and repeated practice of stress and intonation in dialogues or natural speech,
while the latter group did not. After explicit instruction, five evaluators including two English native
speakers rated the development in students’ pronunciation skills based on a paragraph reading task, and
also the researcher analyzed the pronunciation learning journals by 12 students to identify important
changes in their pronunciation development. Results showed that EFL learners who received explicit
pronunciation teaching significantly improve their pronunciation skills in terms of correctness,
accentedness, and fluency both in segmental and suprasegmental features of English, and suggested that
a long-term explicit pronunciation instruction be beneficial for enhancing their pronunciation development
in the English classroom. (Jeju National University)
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1) Reading 1

Have you ever watched young children practice the sounds of the language they
are learning? They imitate, repeat, and sing consonant and vowel combinations
without effort. For young children, learning to speak a language is natural and
automatic. No one would suspect thar complex learning is occurring. For adult
learners, however, pronunciation of a new language is not automatic. It presents
an unusual challenge. Why is pronunciation progress in adults more limited? Some
researches say that there are biological or physical reasons. Others say that there
are social or cultural reasons. Although there are many unanswered questions, it is
important to realize two things about clear speaking. First, pronunciation
improvement might be difficult, but it is possible. Second, adults can learn to
communicate clearly in English without losing their accents or their identification
with their native cultures(Grant, 1993, p. 3).

2) Reading 2

Have you observed the ways people from different cultures use silence? Have
you noticed that some people interrupt conversations more than other people? All
cultures do not have the same rules governing these areas of communication.
Many Americans interrupt silence in conversations to mean disapproval,
disagreement, or unsuccessful communication. They often try to fill silence by
saying something even if they have nothing to say! On the other hand, Americans
don't appreciate a person who dominates a conversation. Knowing when to take
turns in a conversation in another language can sometimes cause difficulty. Should
you wait until someone has finished a sentence before contributing to a discussion,
or can you break into the middle of someone’s sentence? Interrupting someone
who is speaking is considered rude in the United States. Even children are taught

explicitly not to interrupt(Grant, 2017, p. 2).
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