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Lee, Bok-ki. “Thomas Hardy’s The Return of the Native: ‘Erosion of Determinism’ and ‘Taming
Chance.”” Studies in English Language & Literature 48.1 (2022): 101-117. This paper aims to prove that
Thomas Hardy expressed his idea of the relation between determinism and chance in The Return of the
Native. Influenced by the contemporary science and philosophy, Hardy’s belief in determinism faded and
he came to feel more explicitly the effect of chance in human history. He structures the novel with Egdon
Heath symbolizing determinism and eternity in the beginning, and with a dice throwing game symbolizing
pure chance in the middle. The relationship between the characters of the novel fluctuates within the
sphere of the influence between the two axes. The human relation is always affected by chance and
coincidence and the meaning of one’s action is distorted. The way to tame chance and keep one’s
meaning is depicted as the major method of controlling the rule of chance. (Jeonbuk National University)
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Throughout the Age of Reason, chance had been called the superstition of
the vulgar. Chance, superstition, vulgarity, unreason were of one piece. The
rational man, averting his eyes from such things, could cover chaos with a
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veil of inexorable laws. The world, it was said, might often look haphazard,
but only because we do not know the inevitable workings of its inner
springs. (Hacking 2)
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To recline on a stump of thorn in the central valley of Egdon, between
afternoon and night as now, where the eye could reach nothing of the world
outside the summits and shoulders of heath-land which filled the whole
circumference of its glance, and to know that everything around and
underneath had been from prehistoric times as unaltered as the stars
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overhead, gave ballast to the mind adrift on change, and harassed by the
irrepressible New. The great inviolate place had an ancient permanence
which the sea cannot claim. Who can say of a particular sea that it is old?
Distilled by the sun, kneaded by the moon, it is renewed in a year, in a day,
or in an hour. The sea changed, the fields changed, the rivers, the villages,
and the people changed, yet Egdon remained. Those surfaces were neither
so steep as to be destructible by weather, nor so flat as to be the victims
of floods and deposits. With the exception of an aged highway, and a still
more aged barrow presently to be referred to—themselves almost
crystallized to natural products by long continuance —even the trifling
irregularities were not caused by pickaxe, plough, or spade, but remained
as the very finger-touches of the last geological change. (6)
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“Well to be sure,” said Christian half to himself. “To think I should have
been born so lucky as this, and not have found it out until now. What
curious creatures these dice be—powerful rulers of us all, and yet at my
command. I am sure I never need be afeard of anything after this.” He
handled the dice fondly one by one. “Why sir,” he said, in a confidential
whisper to Wildeve who was near his left hand, “if I could only use this
power that's in me of multiplying money I might do some good to a near
relation of yours, seeing what I've got about me of hers—eh?” He tapped
one of his money-laden boots upon the floor. (223)
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The game fluctuated, now in favour of one, now in favour of the other,
without any great advantage on the side of either. Nearly twenty minutes
were passed thus. The light of the candle had by this time attracted
heath-flies, moths, and other winged creatures of night, which floated round
the lantern, flew into the flame, or beat about the faces of the two players.
But neither of the men paid much attention to these things, their eyes being
concentrated upon the little flat sone, which to them was an arena vast and
important as a battle-field. (231)
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