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Lee, Eunjoo. “The Blues: Resistance and Fury in Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom.” Studies in English
Language & Literature 47.3 (2021): 77-98. This paper focuses on resistance and fury in August Wilson’
Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom. Ma Rainey gained the nickname ‘Mother of the Blues’ in the decade of the
1920s. She moved from the Deep South to urban Chicago to record songs with her band. The white
producer, Sturdyvant, and the white manager Irvin try to take advantage of Ma’s singing talent for
financial gain without respecting her as a human being and famous blues singer. Ma Rainey strives to get
white people to treat her the way she wants to be treated. She fights against the inevitable discrimination
and injustice African Americans had to endure. For her, the blues is symbolic of resistance. A young
black trumpet player, Levee, is an ambitious musician who dreams of recording his own music in the new
style of the era. He represses his own pain and fury from a tragic family history stemming from the
persecution of whites. He could not move from the Imaginary toward the Symbolic. This means he lacks
having the signifier of Lacan’s Name of the Father. He could never reach the stage of the desiring subject
and thus remains as merely a little child. He bears his frustration badly about his crushed dreams caused
by white people. In this poor state, he can not control himself, and releases his fury by murdering his
black colleague, Toledo. (Sungkyul University)

Key Words: Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, the blues, race records, resistance, fury
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MA RAINEY: They don't care nothing about me. All they want is my voice.
Well, I done learned that, and they gonna treat me like I want to be
treated no matter how much it hurt them. (79)

o

]_

v}

JoluE welS A= shA] et 150 dste 119 &
7F 19 §4UHE Bua s 3 29 3 29
s RV = B =1 S e A E R DA R PR = Kol =)
= S eeith s s AHEC R FHFHE Ao| of U=
2 3 gololor AYR oAuly EEu|E et} 1 dulrddl gul)
Z~(Emmanuel Levinas)7} &gk ‘EbA}e] 228 wisl7|& vebt}, 24+ g
2] B & EFEkAL ol 2 ® kol Soln] BAE ARl #olut o)
o7 JASAY FUseA FE fEd WS AFdohEm Y2 135-40).
AR o] = ol AlES 7 & ofnldA A e & §lE vieolo), ue}
A vk gl e welEo] ARl ojatel| wlete] P S 3FEA] Rales Ay
g A3 et gl

o} eleldlAl= 272 ot AR} Wl s
s olEistaL ojoprlete WAow ERAE
M Zah &) 71 A E71E A
gt 29 Q159 4] ofghat ¢ ol oY &5
AR S AY it BR A S &

Mr‘-{)

POV
\r o rir
-

17Fo.

S R84

i
ri‘i
o

(e]

w2 o]opy] o}tﬂ
& 22m fRata £35S Atoln 7] A

PevkzE “delld AE T QL el sl o2 ve] e A3 s ¥4E F gl
ZP (EIHM* 1392 BAE 714 OWE} |22 s "'f“:’i Txﬂﬂ SAlstaL Al M &oz 7o
T 8l 99T EAlolH Bt A EefulE o duluzss dzole) skl



g

729 o] 85

Hobhe A A} Hele] g Agoleh. mebd T 2R Sl B
& Aol AeAel L FAeE W) AHTMEL ofulol A A%H 02 4
A7,

sfelolu: ol L Bae 2e7ha 2ETRE A dal. FA50] el
A& kel $2.7 Stk el v o) fske oz o, v o 9l
222 Sol. A WA 32 Aok .

MA RAINEY: . . . Irvin . . . and you go up there and tell Sturdyvant. What
you all say don't count with me. You understand? Ma listens to her heart.
Ma listens to the voice inside her. That's what counts with Ma. . . . (63)
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LEVEE: What I care about burning in hell? You talk like a fool . . . burning
in hell. Why didn't God strike some of them crackers down? Tell me
that! That's the question! Don't come telling me this burning-in-hell shit!

. God hate niggers! Hate them with all the fury in his heart. Jesus
don't love you, nigger! Jesus hate your black ass! . . . [. . .] (He pulls
out knife.) That’s your God, huh? That's your God, huh? . . . I'm gonna
give your God a chance. I'm gonna give him a chance to save your

black ass.
(LEVEE circles CUTLER with the knife. Cutler picks up a chair to
protect himself.) [. . . ] Come on and save him like you did my mama!

Save him like you did my mama! [ heard her when she called you! I
heard her when she said, “Lord, have mercy! Jesus, help me! Please,

1

God, have mercy on me, Lord Jesus, help me!” And did you turn your

back? Did you turn your back, motherfucker? Did you turn your back?
(98-99)
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