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Byun, Hyojeong. “Sethe’s Paranoia of Self-punishment in Beloved —Focusing on Phallus and
Obsession.” Studies in English Language & Literature 44.2 (2018): 43-62. This study aims to analyze
Beloved focusing on the Sethe's paranoia of self-punishment caused by murdering her baby called
Beloved. In this process, the study shows one of the Lacanean theories called phallus and her obsession.
Phallus in the work means both absolute power from white people in a racist society and further
symbolic, particular power which makes black women joined, tied, and cured with mutual recognition. A
majority of black victims in the work have spiritual amputation and bloodstain from white people, so they
need to clear the traumatic memories of slavery and share common agonies. As part of it, the
quasi-human of the mysterious Beloved, who changes from a vengeful ghost to devil-child, and
demonized Sethe try to overcome their own lack and fulfill desires each other through gaze, talk, and
voice etc. While a set of being licked, tasted, and eaten by Beloved’s eyes, Sethe in the magic space 124
first becomes physically drained and emotionally depleted, but by the help of her old fellow Paul D,
mother-in-law Baby Suggs, and daughter Denver, as time goes by, once locked in her obsession with
Beloved, Sethe shows vision with which she can live and moves forward into the new future by losing
the identity of slave, of property, and of half-animal. And finally, Beloved’s actual engorgement of Sethe
encourages her to face the real world and lead her own life independently. (Daejin University)

Key Words: paranoia of self-punishment, phallus, obsession, traumatic memories, new future
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From that moment and through everything that followed, sugar could always
be counted on to please her. It was as though sweet things were what she
was born for. Honey as well as the wax it came in, sugar snadwiches, the
sludgy molasses gone hard and brutal in the can, lemonade, taffy and any
type of dessert Sethe brought home from the restaurant. She gnawed a
cane stick to flax and kept the strings in her mouth long after the syrup had
been sucked away. (66)
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Beloved could not take her eyes off Sethe. Stooping to shake the
damper, or snapping sticks for kindlin, Sethe was licked, tasted, eaten by
Beloved's eyes. Like a familiar, she hovered, never leaving the room Sethe
was in unless required and told to. (68)
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The scar on Sethe's back tells its own story which Paul D reads as if he
were deciphering braille . . . Sethe's . . . body constitutes the text on which
history is written. . . . By reading the scar as a tree — a symbol of human
attachment and growth - rather than a symbol of defeat, Amy Denver,
Sethe, and Paul D collectively assert themselves as writers rather than as
blank pages passively waiting to be written upon. (Heller 137)
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He rubbed his cheek on her back and learned that way her sorrow, the
roots of it; its wide trunk and intricate branches. . . . And he would tolerate
no peace until he had touched every ridge and leaf of it with his mouth,
none of which Sethe could feel because her back skin had been dead for
years. (20-1)
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AP o] tololr e gAY AR vt Sejef 4EE G 7hY oAb
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Atk 2] AFiEepd defr| =] ogjgk S5 AR “o] A & AEd
g 9] 3"(Joyner 39)0.& “o] AES FEo] WejH|Erte] HEe] aFE ATl
T 8s g gle 719 9ilge 8s 7 Aol 2 (Perales 22).

olAY WeH| =Tt A=Y olopr|& Hollle Aas A=gt e s &
A Al UepR= “olo|=2F A=A (g 72)2k= 1 s A9} nhaste] 1

Aol =9 4= QS kL ks Aol Au7t vk 2Pdol Ha “Qlzt
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ko] 71244 A At gAY A Sishe 2 FRAA 104)0)7]
o Aee deu| =] WAE AeFr Agos Ao &k gk e o 7]
witolth, o|e} g W= Wk ‘oAt BRF 241 ] ofmLQl M=E uhet
Bu 25 “2ZpA19 ofpu e} SA|A o8 Hirpe= AAlA o F9(Rand 93)5
= W SN g FoluphEaL ks HollA ggA oltt. oo “o]d I
A1 Ag7de] Aol A o avla BagE oo, AblelA ddojw o]ojA]
o B Ao A FA 2 o]} T} (Wagner—-Martin 61).
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Ao] FHE Ao] Beo] AA7k AAse] T AAL G} olA GE A
A Weleh B2o)E Sgiet shAw defrlEe] Ao Ha W w o)
S e 98S 1A% W oA olop]we s B AN o] ok
oAy BOE e WEa ... ke ARSI £22 a3eok Ar(286)
oA W] 252 9l Aok 45 A% SR 49 A% = %2 1
o2 Wbl B Wi FAHCE AN FEA B8-S ok AT
B nolid ot E A5 ouah: el 3 WA §7] Qe Aok
o1o] lo]w] M. 22(Amy M. Green)< “elultio] o] 47| FEAL 1%3%
Y= fAT £ 5 Y1203 AT e oleld FAH AFL
SeIEE ) A9l WEE 2 el el A9 AR o} ol
24 ek wAo] Bk, 1e)a o/]4 W7} moli Mejul=e) thak 14
& 397} o AE HAR S o} Aot

=
S
@4

B Aol B2 QoA olFol ol Atalolol . AauE,
%‘53]—{%0]—3_ agla ¢ dyE /\}F‘/l—aﬁg_. Agsl . Aerolo] Q. o= e} =
obFaL, B o st Wi AAl Aell glo] F3lol L. HeH = AYE uf A48, Ay
= U Ad L.

. because it was a greedy ghost and needed a lot of love, which was only
natural, considering. And I do. Love her. I do. She played with me and
always came to be with me whenever I needed her. She's mine, Beloved.
She's mine. (247)

olzH MeHES T ‘o] FEAE 1Ue EAS 4T 0 g
o Rand 97 A TUE ATt A6 o) ARGl e JAANE 5
AP} AT AE S0 AR 18 BYRRe FEAZ 44T, A%

“lefH|=e] FAgo] Al=e] FAolat din o] £, E ve] FA volr} Hlo]H]
Ae] FAo] H7]"(Schapiro 209) Wil A=7k WeH =S Ff A= A
I A7) A #HSS A A5 wA" (e 190)2 otk

g oAz Qe v, 5, W, w, & A, A, 37 3717 (Smith
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70) HjoH] A= FEAA A B FUHALE AYstr] S5 0] Al &
AS A As Augoeyn 54919 ds Boeth #ddo] Aat S0l =
FolR AW A Sl FaEE dske wlofu] A9 G Ao ol
wo] wjd AEolE sk AR | Pt} eja eH e o]FA &AL &

A= 59 A5 HEAQ ofms} visshet of= U 923l S91E HA

2 AR Assh AAWE FEAS salel o] Hx olAok n]2a W
£ FEAY G S FAA 14 Atk oA Wolu] A2t “of

el 5& 7o) fgto] A7aA S0l ehe Qo] ShfehE ol  of
SP6)ea AE o AFe] 2ol wel on)r} AEn o] A, ey
=, 96 o Al Abgte] Tl @ W e Aol A AQ) o] dEEony
o] AEo| AT el M4 AN,

HefH =
e 1o dy

He 1o &

He W €< v u

ojAloF UE thA] Zgte] U7t Ugtel thA] Eolsho]
U=t eH =

He
He
He

PATEDRIEIN)

Beloved

You are my sister

You are my daughter

You are my face; you are me

I have found you again; you have come back to me
You are my Beloved

You are mine

You are mine

You are mine (255-56)
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Fo]z} Zo]U(Louisa Joyner)¥ “off o] A/do] Wen| =kl E2=7127(76)
o tigh S Wl v itk B8 Tl E = o HolA BH HAE Q)
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o] H]aL o] AEA “FH & % 13 E-88h= AL BuA| & At gt
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