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Kim, Eun Young. “Anna Bumns’ Milkman: An Experimental Report on a Claustrophobic Community.”
Studies in English Language & Literature 48.2 (2022): 1-23. Anna Burns’ Booker-winning Milkman is a
metaphorical resistance to the slogan of fresh start—"Let’s forget the past and start anew,” which was
declared in the 1998 Irish Good Friday Agreement. Although the Troubles seemed to be resolved by
political logic, the narratives of real life of those who had endured the Troubles were robbed and forced
to forget. In particular, women and children on both sides were “invisible” during the Troubles, and their
voices have never been represented properly. Milkman is about the psychology of an 18-year-old girl who
has a habit of reading while walking down the street, and about the reaction the community shows after
she was stalked by Milkman, a member of the IRA leadership. This paper examines the affect of the
claustrophobic community created by the Troubles and the individuals in the community from the
perspectives of insidious trauma and armed patriarchy. Moreover this paper analyzes the novel’s
experimental narrative strategies as well as genre change shown in the first and second half of the novel.
(Chonnam National University)

Key Words: Anna Burns, Milkman, the Troubles, insidious trauma, armed patriarchy
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Northern reticence, the tight gag of place
And times: yes, yes. Of the ‘wee six’ I sing
Where to be saved you only must save face
And whatever you say, you say nothing.

Smoke-signals are loud-mouthed compared with us:
Manoeuvrings to find out name and school,

Subtle discrimination by addresses

With hardly an exception to the rule

That Norman, Ken and Sidney signalled Prod,
And Seamus (call me Sean) was sure-fire Pape.
O land of password, handgrip, wink and nod,

Of open minds as open as a trap,

Where tongues lie coiled, as under flames lie wicks,
Where half of us, as in a wooden horse

Were cabin’'d and confined like wily Greeks,
Besieged within the siege, whispering morse. (53-54)

I Aol o]gwo.z ol FHEYeIA) FRAUAAE THekaL
9 o A WRTHEA EHOE WSS uel Bolofe Yake

6}71 el 71, 4=, 4
H}
[e]

A=A o] A=

1O «
H=



& 9ATEFH FEA o AFA waA-oft wze) A, 7

AES Q% Y3} TR B/ FEA AEH 291712 WA,

2ANA A ARlS 2EASE DAl of 45490 AdS sHA] Hde
2ol disl] AstEA FEAle] A Egguprt ¢ S AL £917]
o tiafl Mzttt Aol =(Lorrain Cates)d] WEW HaA E "4

o), A7 keIl Aot FAH Ao] TAYA AN FYHE AL @

Ak o 7 AFete Zolth 2eu) o] 3¢ o] SdFel 228 ==
WAS FalA o] FolA7] wiel 1 AES A e BHE LAl HA
U 718 4= o), dubd o2 Egleule] dAFEA whEo) o HS 4 gle
Ao FA FPow o] oy AP Eetpuks O 2oy <14
glo] 4717k =@ et Aol AA A&H) ojd oujo] A, YA EghSo
o] EAolgt 74 Al nEog 7HxE 4 (=, 1A AExIE A E A

=
=
QL E PeAAE i Yk & 5 Urke)

4 & TEAS AFES 0% Wk A% AL JF Relshn, F3 A
Az A QAL Sholok Brhs el g AT HA S

g oz wolgQit). v g o2 F-EAd ofo]7h Bojupi of

=7 (M 22), “olH ol B-L A
LA AAZTE ool e FEA %
S0 el AR olofl Uele F5AS) AN SAEE FE
TS FUY Eebopl Yot 0 7ol BH YA

Mo rfr i e o

o
ol
ol
rlr
4z
_1
N
N

oL

>

o T

iny

o

o

N

=<

DO

>

toby

Ry

N

N

1

A%
% 4 i S AR ol B $401 A ol s 2 A
@ 2 e A9 S ) AR AR R91et e B

']_/] °_];<] H_Z': }\hﬂeﬂ Héli_} "JJ_E_ E]_T’_ -‘?4": o]-g]]_g] -ﬁ'—i]o] i]—j_%‘]— /\]3]_11
A4 %H7l°ﬂ aiA wapAd AEL olgom, 9 oJFoR, ‘§el, ‘A
g, e sEA, A weA, A Al ' A, w4 AWl 24t &
LA °LLT’% G2 olfEE o frAkeA S Wn L. He A v A
o rp7pA g HE, E9 HE, S A e A el TSk AE
7HAE AATE A, of| Stale] 24, oW 7=E =YX oW FEItE HE
A. 8l HE dlo]A] Bz oo F ofdA gdheA]. otz defe 7h=A.



HEAFARE AU, ot 7H F& Fes sk A4 dzo] E 5 3
],

2=
=T \_
STk, AReke] 99k bR, R I 7 A A% AT 7 o)%
$2) ARFS TR 4 Aok U

As regards this psycho-political atmosphere, with its rules of allegiance, of
tribal identification, of what was allowed and not allowed, matters didn’t stop
at ‘their names’ and at ‘our names’, at ‘us’ and ‘them’, at ‘our community’
and ‘their community’, at ‘over the road’, ‘over the water’ and ‘over the
border’. Other issues had similar directives attaching as well. . . . There was
food and drink. The right butter. The wrong butter. The tea of allegiance.
The tea of betrayal. There were ‘our shops’ and ‘their shops’. Placenames.
What school you went to. What prayers you said. What hymns you sang.
How you pronounced your ‘haitch’ or ‘aitch’. Where you went to work. And
of course there were bus-stops. There was the fact that you created a
political statement everywhere you went, and with everything you did, even
if you didn’t want to. There was a person’s appearance also, because it was
believed you could tell ‘their sort from over the road” from ‘your sort this
side of the road” by the very physical form of a person. (M 24-25).
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The day Somebody McSomebody put a gun to my breast and called me a
cat and threatened to shoot me was the same day the milkman died. He had
been shot by one of the state hit squads and I did not care about the
shooting of this man. (M 1)
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dASE A4 E77E 7] dEolth. M Wk dowA S o A2 &
A Fogal dFe sk Feoldnt. A dodu BAlshs Aol

Knowledge didn't guarantee power, safety or relief and often for some it
meant the opposite of power, safety and relief - leaving no outlet for
dispersal either, of all the heightened stimuli that had been built by being up
on in the first place. Purposely not wanting to know therefore, was exactly
what my reading—while-walking was about. It was a vigilance not to be
vigilant, . . . (M 65)
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[ inhaled the early evening light and realised this was softening, what others
might term a little softening. Then, landing on the pavement in the direction
of the parks & reservoirs, I exhaled this light and for a moment, just a
moment, | almost nearly laughed. (A 348)
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