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Cho, Be Kyoul. “Body Politics embodied in Toni Morrison’s Novels.” Studies in English Language &
Literature 44.3 (2018): 177-196. This essay explores how body politics embody in Toni Morrison’s
novels, The Bluest Eye, Beloved, and Home. Morrison delineates black people as the victim of racial
ideology or white supremacy. She postulates that blacks are the victim of body politics by white people
in American history as a means to their political and ideological end. As Morrison puts it, blacks are
people marked because of their skin color in America, I try to elucidate her novels in terms of body
politics. There is negative body politics victimized by white supremacy through her works. In her first
novel, The Bluest Eye, she portrays black body as a victim of racial prejudice by white people. She also
depicts body politics of black people by whites’ slavocracy in Beloved, her representative novel. In her
recent novel, Home can be also read the text of black body politics of war and eugenics under the white
supremacy. At the same time, she suggests solutions of positive body politics including communal ethics
and blacks’ responsibility and identity. Describing herself as an egalitarian, Morrison provides insight into
an egalitarian hybrid society based on tolerance by embodying negative body politics by white people and
positive body politics by black people. (Kangwon National University)

Key Words: body politics, white supremacy, racial prejudice, black identity, egalitarian hybrid society.
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“Well, all I'm saying is that's a selfish pleasure [ never had before. I
couldn’t let all that go back to where it was, and I couldn’t let her nor nay
of em live under schoolteacher. That was out.” (192)
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“You Lucky, Mr Money. They sell a lot of bodies out of there.”
“Bodies?”...

“Uh-huh. To the medical school.”

“They sell dead bodies? What for?”

“Well, you know, doctors need to work on the dead poor so they can help
the live rich.”...

“Well how'd you end up in the hospital ‘stead of jail? That's where most
barefoot, half-dressed folks go.” (12-3)
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Cee entered Dr. Beau's office a half hour before he arrived. She was
always in awe of the crowded bookshelves. Now she examined the medical
books closely, running her finger over some of the titles: Out of Night. Must



EY meje 24 7ad Fof A% 187

be a mystery, she thought. Then The Passing of the Great Race, and next
to it, Heredity, Race and Society. How small, how useless was her
schooling, she thought, and promised herself she would find time to read
about and understand “eugenics.” This was good, safe place, she knew. (65)
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A little black girl yearns for the blue eyes of a little white girl,...after the
baby came too soon and died....She was sad to see. Grown people looked
away: children,...laughed outright. The damage done was total....we were
not compassionate, we were polite; not good, but well-behaved. (204-5)
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BELOVED, she my daughter. See. She come back to me of her own free
will and I don't have to explain a thing....She had to be safe and I put her
where she would be. But my love was tough and she back now. (200)
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“For the living and the dead. Just cry.”... It started that way: laughing
children, dancing men, crying women and then it got mixed up.... Baby
Suggs, holy, offered up to them her great big heart.... “Here,” she said, “in
this place, we flesh; flesh that weeps, laughs;... Love it. Love it hard.
Yonder they do not love your flesh. They despise it.... O my people they do
not love your hands. Those they only use, tie, bind, chop off and leave
empty. Love your hands!... (103-4)
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Only this woman Sethe could have left him his manhood like that. He wants
to put his story next to hers. “Sethe,” he says, “me and you, we got more
yesterday than anybody. We need some kind of tomorrow.”

He leans over and takes her hand. With the other he touches her face. “You
your best thing, Sethe. You are.” His holding fingers are holding hers.
“Me? Me?” (322)
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Sitting on the train to Atlanta, Frank suddenly realized that those memories,
powerful as they were, did not crush him anymore or throw him into
paralyzing despair. He could recall every detail, every sorrow, without
needing alcohol to steady him. (99-100)
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“You ain't a mule to be pulling some evil doctor's wagon.”...

“Who told you was trash?”

“How was I supposed to know what he was up to?”

Cee tried to defend herself.

“Misery don't call ahead. That's why you have to stay awake-otherwise it
just walks on in your door.” (122)

ZYAE o B4 A7 BEES AUL FALA B e 21T A4S

. Fa10] WEm Pelek 26 Aol ohleh GakslE Aol AulAgel
AAake W2 w 3ol Foucault 31). ol tsjolA Lrie Bol AAse) 4
R, A8 FARA ZA5e] Aok 2373 Aol |2je] it ofdl
A AR dokd FEA vheolA] Wolut Zash MolA ZE2 ngHL
o7 PlH1E7)e) A28 B3 whed w397 oA FAZ,

Holhe w4 FEAY Bhow WRi,

u

& Waw Shs ARl FEA, o
o ) Ak Sl B 1ES

2 % g A T o1 A Mgl
o 9Il, F1%] QU whs] A olokiict.... o] Fel

= vy H
diell Wl = g ofErkeoldt Aol 1 BE s @A & F= Aot

They took responsibility for their lives and for whatever, whoever else
needed them. The absence of common sense irritated but did not surprise
them. Laziness was more than intolerable to them; it was inhuman. Whether
you were in the filed, the house, your backyard, you have to be busy.... You
couldn’t learn age, but adulthood was there for all. (123)
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