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Park, Gui Suk. “American Exceptionalism and a Community of Others: Toni Mormison’s A Mercy.”
Studies in English Language & Literature 44.2 (2018): 17-42. This study examines the devastating effects
of American exceptionalism of the European settlers in American colonies on a community of displaced
people in Toni Morrison’s 4 Mercy. In A Mercy, Morrison, in relation to American exceptionalism,
explores the history of a heterogenous, multi-ethnic community in the seventeenth century, the period
before the time of the American nation. It was the chaotic era of American origins when slavery was not
yet institutionalized and thus racism was not connected to slavery. Under the exceptionalist myth of the
chosen and the others, good and evil, the community of others, once dependent on each other with
familial ties, ended up in split and disruption while racism joined slavery as a result of the ideology of
separation. (Gyeongsang National University)
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. they tell me to take off my clothes. Without touching they tell me what
to do. To show them my teeth, my tongue. They frown at the candle burn
on my plam, the one you kissed to cool. They look under my arms, between
my legs. They circle me, lean down to inspect my feet. Naked under their
examination [ watch for what is in their eyes. No hate is there or scarce or
disgust but they are looking at me my body across distances without
recognition. (112-13)
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