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Yang, Hyun-chul. “Comparative Study of Kim Sowol’s and William Wordsworth’s Nature Poetry.”
Studies in English Language & Literature 48.1 (2022): 65-82. The purpose of this paper is to compare
and contrast between William Wordsworth’s and Kim Sowol’s nature poetry. They were influenced by the
romantic movement. Their imagination was similar in their pursuit of romantic spirit in nature. They
shared some characteristics by emphasis on the individual’s expression of romantic feelings and emotions.
Their understanding of nature was very similar; “the idea of being one with nature”. They recognized a
spirit in nature and tried to be one with nature. However, there were differences in the pursuit of accord
with the spirit of nature. Sowol experienced his unhappy condition under the tragic situation of Korea in
1920’s. Sowol considered that as Korea was dominated by Japan he couldn’t be one with nature and
always kept away from nature. Wordsworth thought that the modern civilization acted as a significant
obstacle that separated humans from nature. The mind of people had been corrupted by modern
civilization. Wordsworth recognized that as the nature had the holy spirit, we could be one with nature.
Wordsworth expressed in his poems that the sick mind of people could be overcome by getting closer to
nature for the purpose of becoming one with nature. (Korea Nazarene University)

Key Words: imagination, romanticism, nature poems, civilization, human mind
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My heart leaps up when I behold
A rainbow in the sky:
So was it when my life began;
So is it when I shall grow old,
Or let me die!
The Child is father of the Man;
And I could wish my days to be
Bound each to each by natural piety.l (164)
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These beauteous forms,
Through a long absence, have not been to me
As is a landscape to a blind man’s eye;
But oft, in lonely rooms, and 'mid the din
Of towns and cities, I have owed to them,
In hours of weariness, sensations sweet,
Felt in the blood, and felt along the heart;
And passing even into my purer mind,
Of unremembered pleasure; (79-80)
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And I have felt
A presence that disturbs me with the joy
Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime
Of something far more deeply interfused, (81)
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The world is too much with us; late and soon,
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers:
Little we see in nature that is ours;

We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon! (18)
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