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Seo, Eunjoo. “A Study of Treason as a Violation of the Principle of Good Faith in Ngiigi wa
Thiong’0’s A Grain of Wheat.” Studies in English Language & Literature 50.1 (2024): 23-43. This paper
examines Ngiligi wa Thiong’o’s novel, 4 Grain of Wheat, whose plot depicts an unjust society abundant
with personal betrayal and anti-social treachery. Ngiigi’s exploration of betrayal goes beyond conventional
boundaries, encompassing various facets of society from betrayal at an individual level to the one within
relationships, communities, anti-government movements, and ruling party policies. Indeed, the characters
in the novel are socially and politically not free from not only a narrow sense of individual betrayal but
also a broader sense of communal treachery. Ngiigi describes these aspects as something devoid of the
‘Principle of Good Faith’ in friendships, peer relations, romantic relationships, and national ethnic
communities. Specifically, he shows how Jomo Kenyatta, the leader of the Mau Mau nationalist
movement, ruthlessly betrays his supporters after being elected as a president and achieving independence.
The story can be likened to Dante’s epic poem Inferno, which depicts one of the final and deepest levels
of hell, known as the Ninth Circle, as the place reserved for traitors, betrayers, and oath breakers, such
as Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus Christ. This implies that Ngiigl tries to represent the acts of betrayal
and treachery as the worst inhumane acts that impedes the formation of the just society. (Jeonbuk
National University)

Key Words: Ngiigi wa Thiong’o, 4 Grain of Wheat, Uhuru, betrayal and treachery, Principle of Good
Faith
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Private betrayal he[Ngugi] seems to argue is no less important than
political betrayal. Linkage exists through a web of treachery and intrigue.
Mugo betrays a friend and the movement. Karanja is also a traitor. He joins
the troops of repression and seduces Mumbi. Gikonyo feels guilty as he
confessed the oath, and thus betrayed the movement. (Rabson 297)
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[ just wanted to come home. And [ would have sold Kenya to the whiteman
to buy my own freedom. I admire people like Kihika. They are strong
enough to die for truth. I have no such strength. That's why in detention,
we were proud of you, resented you and hated you-all in the same breath.
You see, people like you, who refused to betray your manhood, showed us
what we ought to be like-but we lacked true bones in the flesh. We were
cowards. (79)
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You asked for Judas, he started. You asked for the man who led Kihika to
this tree, here. That man stands before you, now. Kihika came to me by
night. He put his life into my hands, and I sold it to the whiteman, And this
thing has eaten into my life all these years. (252)
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Why should Kihika drag me into a struggle and problems I have not
created? Why? He is not satisfied with butchering men and women and
children. He must call on me to bathe in the blood. I am not his brother. I
am not his sister. I have not done harm to anybody. I only looked after my
little shamba and crops. And now [ must sped my life in prison because of
the folly of one man! (220)
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They called us criminals. But not because we had stolen anything or killed
anyone. We had only asked for the thing that belonged to us from the time
of Agu and Agu. Day and night, they made us dig. We were stricken ill, we
often slept with empty stomachs, and our clothes were just rags and tatters
so that the rain and the wind and the sun knew our nakedness. (76)
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The whiteman went in cars. He lived in a big house. His children went to
school. But who tilled the soil on which grew coffee, tea, pyrethrum, and
sisal? Who dug the roads and paid the taxes? The whiteman lived on our
land. He ate what we grew and cooked. And even the crumbs from the
table, he threw to his dogs. That is why we went into the forest. (250)
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Betrayal is the violation of implicit or explicit trust. The closer and more
necessary the relationship, the greater the degree of betrayal. Extensive
betrayal is traumatic. Much of what is traumatic to human beings involves
some degree of betrayal. . . . . betrayals necessitate a “betrayal blindness”
in which the betrayed person does not have conscious awareness, or
memory, of the betrayal. (Freyd 9)
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It is people like you who ought to have been the first to taste the fruits of
independence. But now, whom do we see riding in long cars and changing
them daily as if motor cars were clothes? It is those who did not take part
in the movement, the same who ran to the shelter of schools and
universities and administration. (80)
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People would not accept any other person for the Chief Minister. They
asked everyone to vote for party candidates in the coming elections: a vote
for the candidate was a vote for Kenyatta. (75-76)
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Since man to man has been unjust,
Show me the man that [ can trust.
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I have trusted many to my sorrow,
So for credit, my friend, come tomorrow. (46)
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He who was not on our side, was against us. That is why we killed our
black brothers. Because, inside, they were whitemen. And I know even now
this war is not ended. We get Uhuru today. Tomorrow we shall ask: where
is the land? Where is the food. (250)
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The terrible thing about the “Mau Mau” war was the destruction of family
life, distrust of personal relationship; you found a friend betraying a friend,
a father suspicious of his son, a brother doubling the sincerity of a brother.
(African Writers Speaking 121)
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